Ragworts and Groundsels in Edinburgh / Lothians 
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e The Species on this page are segregated into two groups, firstly those in the region, ordered 
roughly by narrowness of leaf but with the groundsels kept together, and afterwards those for 
interest’s sake that are near-distant records yet outside the region. 


e Old Stace 3 latin names are used here, some having moved in Stace 4. 


Quick Characteristics 


e Old & distant items are in [Square] brackets. 


Leaves Long Thin - Narrow-Leaved Ragwort 
Rather Hairy - Sticky, Heath, Silver (+Hybrid), Daisy Bush, [Eastern, Hoary] 
Unwide - Oxford Ragwort, Groundsels (Common, Rayed, Welsh, [Eastern]) 
Unlobed - Broad-Leaved, Narrow-Leaved, [Golden, Shoddy, Megellan] 
Unlobed Lower & Lobed Upper - Common, Marsh 


Flowers Small & Rayless - Groundsel, Heath Groundsel 
Small & Well-Rayed - Rayed, Sticky & Welsh Groundsels 
Purple-Tipped Bracts - Heath Groundsel 
Untipped Bracts - Hoary Groundsel 


Texture Noticeably Sticky - Sticky Groundsel 


Current in the Region 


- Frequent in and west of the City - Senecio inaequidens - Map 
e No other wild ragwort has leaves like this, except the occasional lobey form (last pic) may be awkward. 





Long, thin, toothed 
oLULMULLUT-LUNMUlal (e)er-ve 


Groundsel - Very common except in the hills - Senecio vulgaris - Map 
Not-obust 





Rayed Groundsel - As Groundsel above but with rayed flowers - E to W within a few km of coast - 


Senecio vulgaris var hibernicus - Map 
Photos from wildflowerfinder.org.uk (RWD) and brc.ac.uk (P Sh 
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Straightisi edges 
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Rays 


| - Common except south part of the region - Senecio viscosus - Map 
e See Eastern Groundsel if flowers are substantially sized, Heath Groundsel if rays are lacking, Common/Rayed Groundsels if not 
hairy 
Small, 20 en” < F-”, Grey/ dusty look 
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Welsh Groundsel - a true-breeding hybrid of Groundsel and Oxford Ragwort (S. vulgaris & S. 


squalidus) - 1 old record of a colony from Leith - Senecio cambrensis - Map 
e Photo brc.ac.uk (P Shannon) 





elsewhere (map) - Senecio sylvaticus - Map 
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Eastern Groundsel - Old records near Granton, Dalgety, Kirkcaldy - Senecio vernalis - Map 





Pic : Jiri Brestovansky on biolib.cz 


- Everywhere in city and E coast, frequent elsewhere E and W - Senecio squalidus 
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Silver Ragwort - Seeds unhairy - Sporadic records - Senecio cineraria - Map 


Hoary all. over 





Silver x Common Ragwort - Has hairy seeds as per Common Ragwort which must be checked (this 
needs to be, so use as indicative) - Sporadic records - Senecio x albescens (S. cineraria x jacobaea) 
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Common Ragwort - Outer seeds unhairy - Ubiquitous - Senecio jacobaea - 
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Hoary Ragwort - 1 old record Dunfermline (Britain: E of Newcastle to Leeds, then S of across 
Britain exc. hills) - Senecio erucifolius - Map 





e Seeds at flower edges 
(for the rays) hairy 


Marsh Ragwort - Wet areas to S and particularly W of City bypass - Senecio aquaticus - Map 
Two subspecies - ssp aquaticus (depicted) with flower 2-2.5cm across, ssp ornatus more compact 
flowers that are 2.5-4 cm across with lower leaves having large, toothed end lobe. 
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Broad-leaved Ragwort - W: Cramond, Queensferry, Philipstoun, Bathgate; E: Laswade to Roslin - 
Senecio sarracenicus - Map 
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- Sporadic in city (frequent in gardens; Britain: occasionally frequent) - Brachyglottis x 
jubar = Senecio greyii - Map 





Hoary leaf undersides 


Simple-edged 
leaves a 


Near-Distant Occasionals 


Shoddy Ragwort - 1 old record from Melrose (Britain: extremely rare records) - Senecio 


pterophorus - Map 
e Photo actaplantarum.org 





- 1 record from Kinross (Britain: a few scattered records) - Senecio doria - Map 
¢ Photo ukrbin.com 





-- 1 oldish record from Glasgow (Britain: mostly Aberdeenshire, Orkneys and 


Shetland) - Senecio smithii - Map 
e Photo species.wikimedia.org (User: Dwergenpaartje) 





Info 

Updated : 2020-08-03 - please check you have the latest version! 

Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 

Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 
All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


